
He’s A Good Good Father – Matt 3vv13-17
Jesus is being prepared for his public ministry and first appears as coming to John the Baptist  to be baptized.  But John, knowing who Jesus is, tries to reverse things by saying that he needs to be baptized by Jesus – a sign of his humility.   But Jesus insisted  that his getting baptized was the right thing to do.  He didn’t need to be baptized because he was without sin.    Baptism was new for the Jews.  Typically the only people who were baptized in Judaism were proselytes, those who had come into Judaism from other religions.  No Jew was normally baptized.  Then john starting baptizing but his was a baptism of repentance, but Christian  baptism is a picture of death to the old way of life in order to take on the new it is all about the Lordship of Christ in your life.  Jesus wanting to identify with humanity in every sense was baptized to show the way to all new believers who would later follow him.
The whole trinity got involved in this, those who were present saw the Holy Spirit Spirit as a dove landing on Jesus and the Father’s voice was heard from heaven saying “this is my son, whom I love, with him I am well pleased”.  The trinity were fully supportive at the start of Jesus’ ministry.
However it is the words the father spoke that we are looking at today.  Fathers have an important role to play in the lives of their children, and  God wants to be a father to all of those who believe in him.  Hence the start of the Lords’s prayer with Our Father.
Sometimes we see God as our father  through the lens of how own fathers treated us.  A couple of generations ago in NZ and other countries fathers were not so good at showing love to their children especially their sons.  I never felt emotionally close to my father.  I remember my mum loving me, cuddling me saying prayers at night with me.  Dad,  he showed me how to do things, Pull car motors apart and fix them,  how to add an extra power point, how to alter houses how to catch and gut fish, handle a boat.  But short on showing love.  Not his fault – that was the scene then.  I am sure things have improved since, I have 4 girls but my sons in law are great at manhugs.  I never had one from my dad.  Dads have sometimes been absent,  work commitments, too busy, unfaithful, over critical so that some of us feel we can never measure up, they have only correct us for wrong doing never commended us for the good.  Some had bad fathers themselves – and have acted out their role models.  No dad is perfect - but we need to learn that our heavenly father is. We need to view our heavenly father through   a lens of truth.
So what did God , Jesus’ father, say when he spoke at the baptism??
This is my son.  Acceptance.  This was not said for the sake of the others that were there, God said it for the sake of his son.  Jesus didn’t go through his ministry with an identity crisis.  Right from the outset he knew that he was accepted  not because of what he did but because of who he was.  What did he say about his father, I only do what I see my father doing.  He regularly spent time before dawn in prayer – talking to who – his father.  He said I and the father are one, they were on the same page always.  He referred so much to his father during his ministry.  They were tight.  He didn’t  come with his own agenda, but he humbled himself to the status of a servant a slave, he came to do the will of the father.  God accepts us on the same basis as he accepts Jesus – because we are his children.  We are accepted in the beloved, because of what He has done, when he sees us it is clothed with the righteousness of Jesus.  Matt 22  the parable of the wedding banquet – all had wedding clothes except the one turfed out, these were supplied by the one giving the banquet.  They had been the banqueting people first!! Irrespective of how your earthly father treated you or didn’t treat you, you are accepted if you have given your life to him.
Whom I love.  This speaks of affirmation, reinforcing something that has already been stated or said.  We know who our parents are by our birth certificate, a sterile fact, but affirmation is a verbal confirmation that our legal status is backed up by the fact that they  declare  their love for us.  Legally an affirmation is what is accepted in court by those who for biblical reasons will not swear to tell the truth in court.  It is a strong statement that we are telling the truth.  God does not accept us begrudgingly into his family.  There is more joy in heaven over one sinner who repents than 99 just men.  Being affirmed is being encouraged to be who I am, not telling me that I should be like somebody else.  God loves you this morning – always.
With whom I am well pleased.  This speaks of approval.  Approval speaks of formal acceptance.  I used to work at Council asa civil engineer,When your house plans or your resource consent for a  subdivision is approved you are free to start work.  When a submission is approved you get funding to carry it out.  Remember this event occurred before any ministry had taken place.  God approves us and says go for it.  I am happy with the unique person that you are, you have a unique contribution to make to the kingdom of God, go and do it.  When things have the seal of approval on them they are fit for use.  God hasn’t appointed us to be ornaments but to be functioning members of his family.
Who are we this morning?, a bunch of weirdoes from the local area, nutters incorporated, out of date mystics who haven’t caught up with the 2st  century or worst of all just nobodies.  No, no, no, we are God’s children, accepted affirmed and approved by God our father.  We are people who have an eternal destiny.  We need to know that now and live for Jesus fulfilling our destiny. 
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