SharignJesus and Peter go fishing
Just about everyone has a fishing story to share!  Peter shared a life-changing fishing story with Dr Luke.  Let’s explore it.
The crowd presses around Jesus on a beach with tired fishermen cleaning their empty nets after a long night fishing.  Their fishing expedition has been fruitless.  
The people have come to hear the Word of God from Jesus.  This means that they consider him a prophet.  But with the crowd pressing around him he cannot adequately teach all of them, so he climbs into Peter’s boat and requests Peter’s help.  Now Jesus has recently healed Peter’s mother in law (Lk 4: 38 – 39) and so in a sense Peter owes one to Jesus.  Returning a favour is a very strong cultural value in M/E Society.  Yet Jesus is doing more than collecting a social favour, he has another important agenda.
Not only does Jesus need Peter’s boat, he needs Peter’s boat handling skills and rowing ability to control the boat so that it does not drift too far away from the shore and crowds.  Peter’s skill is required so Jesus can use the boat as a teaching platform.  He is wise to sit down, the boat will be more stable and sitting is the posture of one who teaches with authority.
Here we can observe a contrast: Peter uses the boat to catch fish which will die, whereas Jesus is seeking to catch people in order that they may receive new life!  No doubt Peter in his familiar surroundings in his boat, heard Jesus teaching that day, teaching about God’s purposes, about the Kingdom of God. Maybe about small seeds growing into large garden plants, or pearls of great value, or of farmers sowing seed.
When Jesus finishes teaching, there is the irony of this inland carpenter instructing the professional fisherman on how and where to fish, “Put out into the deep and let down your nets for a catch.”
Peter is exhausted; he and his partners fished all night and caught zip.  They fished at night because that is when the fish feed.  The fish congregate around the freshwater streams and springs at the edge of the lake, where the Oxygen-rich and food-rich waters flow into the lake.  The Sea of Galilee drops into deep water close to the shore, so the best fishing is done near the shore, either standing in the shallows or from a boat.  
Therefore Jesus instruction is absurd on 2 counts: it is daytime and the fish will see and dodge the nets, and secondly it is in deep water away from the places where fish school.  
Peter’s reply, “Teacher, we toiled all night and caught nothing,” has a hint of protest in it, “What does this landlubber know about fishing?”  Even so Peter lets the nets down.
Unexpectedly, amazingly there is a great catch, stretching the net to the limit.  In a note of authenticity, Peter does not call out to his partners on the beach, he beckons them.  If he had called out, other fishermen would have heard his voice and been alerted to the great catch.  Peter doesn’t want others to know about this new and productive fishing spot.  Such a catch will provide a good revenue stream, and its location is best kept a secret.  Fishermen guard their preferred fishing spots from others.
The net-tearing, boat-swamping catch is worth a lot of money for Peter and his team.  There is a real sense in which he has hit the jackpot!
And the great catch must have triggered numerous questions tumbling through Peter’s mind, such as “How did Jesus know about this lucrative spot?”  “How come Jesus is a poor Rabbi, wandering around teaching people for no income when he could become wealthy in a short space of time with his fishing knowledge?”  Clearly Jesus cares more about God and people than he does for wealth.  “Who is this man?”
Peter, out on the water, is away from peer pressure or community expectations.  This provided a safe place for him to expose himself to Jesus at a deep level.
Peter finds himself face to face with a man who directly challenges his priorities.  And like Isaiah long ago (Is 6) Peter realizes that he is in the presence of holiness.  Further he realizes that he is unclean and therefore should be avoided in case he defiles this holy man.  “Depart from me Lord for I am sinful man.”
Jesus has a different view, that he being clean can make Peter, clean.  All that was needed was contact. 
This encounter out on the water has opened Peter’s eyes to who Jesus really is.  In Peter’s second address to Jesus, he changes the title from “teacher” (Greek “epistates”) to “Lord” (Greek “Kyrios”).  He is in the presence of the Messiah.
Next the feelings of Peter, James and John are exposed as a blend of awe and fear. 
Jesus assures Peter that he need not fear, his fishing skills are still needed but for a different kind of catch.  Fish die when caught.  From now on Peter will be catching people for life.  Jesus has demonstrated this type of fishing for the 3 fishermen.  Peter is to follow and do the same.
Jesus started with Peter and the world that he knew – fishing. Then he moved to another fishing world - that of people.  The Pharisees complained that Jesus welcomed and ate with sinners.  Jesus responded with stories of lost sheep and shepherds searching, of lost coins and a woman scouring her house to find it and then moved the teaching about lost sons.  Surely Jesus came to seek and rescue the lost! (Luke 15)
In the final scene in this drama the boats land and the 3 new disciples leave everything and follow Jesus.  It is unlikely that they left the fish to rot in the boats or left their families to starve.  The ending is condensed in genuine M/E exaggeration to achieve a dramatic effect and reinforce that Peter, James and John left their life of fishing to follow Jesus.
 There were 2 great catches that day, the catch of fish and 3 new disciples.
Are there things we can learn about sharing our faith in the story of Peter and Jesus?
We too are called to leave things behind to follow Jesus and walk with him.  We too are to learn from Jesus to fish for people and share God’s life with them.  
In our sharing the Good News, 3 stories are important.
Firstly there is our story, which tells of the way that the risen Jesus Christ has met us and impacted our lives.  Our story may include the factors that drew us to Jesus and led us to follow him.  It may be our learning to trust Jesus as LORD and for forgiveness and open the way for us to enter a relationship with Father God.
Clearly Peter shared the story of the great catch of fish and its impact on him with Luke when Luke visited Jerusalem.  And Luke tells of Paul sharing the story of his conversion a number of times through Acts.  Check out Acts Ch 22.
This is important otherwise people may see the Christian faith as a system of beliefs on the edge of reality that has little impact on our day to day lives. 
I encourage you to reflect on your Christian journey.
What were the defining moments when God touched your life and led you to say “yes” to Jesus Christ?  What drew to Jesus?
What difference has Jesus made in your life?  Why are you still a follower of Jesus?  At times I have questioned my Christian Faith.  In thinking it through, I come back to the question, “Was Jesus raised from the dead?”  Yes, I believe he was, and so the Christian Walk with Messiah Jesus is real.
These questions help us prepare our story so that we are ready to share when the appropriate situation arises.
The second story is God’s story – the primary part of which is sharing what God has done in Jesus Christ.  God became a human being and lived amongst us in Messiah Jesus.  Jesus taught and lived God’s way and showed us what God’s rule looks like.  Jesus’ death and resurrection as one of us and for us, opened the door to a relationship and life lived with God.  Then God poured out His Holy Spirit on followers of Jesus then and now.
God’s story is important because the Christian Faith is based on God’s actions in history.  It is much more than a private inner experience.
No doubt Jesus sharing from the boat that day was about God’s purposes and plan, and what God’s governance looked like.
The third story is our neighbour’s story.  We need to listen to them and hear how life is with them.  Where are the signs of God’s presence, grace and activity in their lives?  How has life, as God intends, been experienced or missed or spoiled? 
Jesus entered Peter’s world of boats, rowing and fishing in order to share the good news of God’s reconciling grace. He asked for Peter’s help as a way of really engaging with him.
Are there gospel points of connection we can explore with New Zealanders?
Many NZers marvel and enjoy the spectacular splendor of NZ’s landscape, forests, beaches, lakes and rivers.  It is God’s handiwork, wisdom and creativity they are appreciating.  Some describe being “in nature” as a spiritual experience.  Is this a starting point for exploring with them that this is God’s world and God has a purpose for their lives?  This world is God’s artwork full of order, diversity and beauty.  It is not by chance.
I have heard of more than one person who marveled at the birth of their children and concluded that this was not by chance.  Who is behind all this?  Who do I/we thank for this gift?  These questions led them to faith in Christ for them. 
Jesus met Peter’s need for a catch of fish.  Possibly our neighbour has a need that we can offer to pray for.  This builds a bridge of care and may open an opportunity to share our story.
Or it may be our neighbours have questions about life and its meaning.  An Alpha course!
Until we hear our neighbour’s story we do not know where to share part of our story or God’s story with them.
For many in NZ today who are ignorant of the basics of Christian Faith and skeptical of church, we may need to start by listening to their story first, before we gain the opportunity to share God’s story.
Three stories and all are important - our story, God’s story and our neighbours story.  It seems to me that this is one model that Jesus used with Peter when there was a great catch of fish and a great catch of disciples.
Share from John 21, when there is another huge catch of fish, reminding the disciples of the call to fish for people.
