[image: Advent: Waiting in Hope - Portlaoise Parish] ADVENT -Waiting in Hope
Advent is a time of getting ready and waiting… and we’re doing that here! How? (suggestions called out)
Eg The candles and yellow symbols under the koru with the word ‘hope’ The empty manger under the star, the wooden tree with God’s promise from the prophet Isaiah ‘For unto us a child is born’ The nativity scene in the foyer.

Advent – is it a new or familiar practice for you? Let’s watch a short video of explanation of what Advent has meant to Christians throughout the centuries.

CLIP: What is Advent- waiting in hope

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=v8_lah83UY0

GOD’S BIG STORY, Waiting in Hope – the context at the time of Jesus birth So, Advent is a time of waiting for Jesus birth and also waiting for Jesus to return. 
Jesus birth took place in history- record = NT but LOTS more history = OLD TESTAMENT. To get the WHOLE picture and to see where Jesus fits into God’s BIG story we need the 10 words from our WORDSEARCH ! 
[image: ]
All 10 words in a jumbled order
Can you put them in order – as if they were headings for the big story of the Bible – talk to the people around you (1 minute!) 

10 words in order with Jesus highlighted - Did you notice where JESUS is? There was a lot of God’s story BEFORE him and after Sally Lloyd Jones, the writer of The Jesus Storybook Bible puts it this way:
[image: ]
“There are lots of stories in the Bible, but all the stories are telling one big story. The story of how God loves his children and comes to rescue them. It takes the whole Bible to tell this story. And at the centre of the story, there is a baby.”

You might also have noticed in the wordsearch TWO more words
 = GOD and US




The Bible is GOD’s big story and His relationship with US
I wonder….Where we in 2025 are in this big story? (suggestions) 
(@CHURCH like the early church we too are Jesus hands and feet now in the world – so we are still living in the BIG story of God before Jesus returns- Advent is a time to remember that too and wait in hope for Jesus 2nd coming. = final word RETURN 

But let’s go back to the 7 words before JESUS for the context of His first coming to earth as a baby at Christmas– QUICK SUMMARY – get ready!

7 words CREATION, ABRAHAM, ISRAEL, KINGS, EXILE, PROPHETS, SILENCE. 

CREATION - the beginning of a beautiful world where God chose to have a special relationship with the human beings he created. However when that went wrong, God sought out individuals through whom to have a relationship with the promise to one day restore all of creation to Himself as he first intended. In the 1st book of the Bible- Genesis, we read about ABRAHAM with whom God made a special promise (called a covenant) to make his descendants a great people belonging to Him forever- Abraham’s son Isaac had 2 sons, One was Jacob from whom descended the 12 tribes of ISRAEL. A few generations later we read how the people asked God for a KING – to be like the countries around them and we enter the turbulent history of KINGS, kingdoms, and division. Some kings followed God’s ways but many did not and so that eventually led to many of God’s people being overtaken by surrounding countries and taken into EXILE and slavery. (the opposite of what God wanted)  Those who were trying to stay faithful to God and waiting for His promised rescue during this period would have found comfort in reading and singing songs and poems known as the Psalms. Many were written by King David – one of the ‘good’ but not perfect Kings of that period. What a gift these Psalms still are– it’s amazing to read words of longing and waiting that David wrote around 1000 BC are JUST as relevant to us today. We are blessed to be able to read Scripture with the help of the Holy Spirit and the knowledge of God’s saving through Jesus.
But remember the people of the OT did not know about Jesus nor hear from God in the way we can today through the Holy Spirit. 
God mainly spoke through specific leaders like Abraham, Moses and and many others called PROPHETS who heard from God and then told the people what God said. One of the major prophets was Isaiah who wrote the amazing words ‘For unto us a child is born….(on our wooden tree at front)  and many other prophesies ALL fulfilled by Jesus- the manner of his birth, life and death. These were written 700 years before Jesus. 
So that’s a LOT of history in a very quick overview. 
One word to go? SILENCE To illustrate this a bit more you will find 1 or 2 Bibles on your tables. Someone pick up and open about half way. 

That’s where we find the Psalms - about halfway through the Bible 
150 Psalms and if you haven’t read many – try one a day over the summer =5 months worth! Or the next book of wisdom Proverbs attributed to King Solomon, David’s son = 31 chapters. a month’s worth 
Next big book after that is Isaiah as mentioned and towards the end of the OT lots of prophets with funny names like Zephaniah Micah and Malachi ALL these prophets continued to warn the people to live God’s way or else! also encouraged them to be trusting God who was the only one who could save them.
Go to the end of OT Malachi 

Now turn over one more page and you’ll find? 
NT and Matthew Chapter 1 the beginning of the story of Jesus birth. It’s not very far from one page to the next but the distance between what happened on these pages was 400 years.

SILENCE 

For 400 years, God was quiet. There was SILENCE God didn’t speak to the prophets and tell them what they should say to the people. God didn’t reveal anything more about Himself or his plan for the world.
It was 400 years of waiting for God to do what he promised he would do.
Could you wait for 400 years for something? 
Would you stay faithful to God if you had to wait 400 years for Him to answer your prayer? That’s 5 or 6 generations of waiting  eg your parents, your grandparents and right back to your GR GR GRANDPARENTS
How about waiting 40 years? 4 years? 4 months? 4 weeks? (only 4 weeks until Christmas)  
It is hard to wait isn’t it? We don’t live in a society that likes to wait- we like to have things happen as soon as we request them.
We email and text expecting a reply straight away. We ask Google a question on the internet and get an instant answer.
What happens when we pray for someone or something and we DON’T get an instant answer from God? What can the Bible – and the people of Israel teach us about waiting in HOPE and trusting God? 

A number of years ago I really wanted a change to a hard situation that Ken and I were living through. I prayed ‘Lord please take us out of this hard place!’ But every time I read my Bible the word ‘wait’ seemed to pop up and I had to learn more about waiting and trusting … for over another year before those circumstances changed. During that time some verses in Psalm 27 became very precious to me and I continue to find great comfort and encouragement in them when I am praying for people and situations now where God’s answer doesn’t seem to come as quickly as I would like (which to be honest is most of the time!) 

The psalm begins with a reminder that ‘The Lord is my light and my salvation- whom shall I fear? The Lord is the strength of my heart. Of whom shall I be afraid? There is honesty and anguish in the middle of the Psalm and then these words: 
I am still confident of this: I will see the goodness of the Lord in the land of the living. Wait for the Lord Be strong and take heart and wait for the Lord 

Although hard to do, waiting in HOPE is what we as Christians are encouraged to do HOPE and TRUST in God is the opposite of FEAR and anxiety
I wonder what you are waiting for? Can you trust God in the waiting?
People of Israel were probably encouraged by singing Psalm 27 and others like it to remind them to trust God. We will sing now a song Take courage - God is WITH us in the waiting.
 
SONG: Take Courage  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LJoABwNMzvM

So a long silence and then… as the JSBB says
The moment that God had been waiting for was here at last! God was coming to help his people just as he promised in the beginning. But how would he come? What would he do? … the earth held its breath….

And we know what happened next – We have the NT and the wonderful accounts of Jesus birth. We know it well. But today we are going to skip forward past the story of the angel coming to Mary, past Joseph and Mary going to Bethlehem where Jesus was born. Past the shepherds and the wise men.
To a story which happened about a month after Jesus was born – a story that is not often told as part of the Christmas story but shows the fulfilment of God’s promise in  a wonderful way. It’s about 2 elderly people who had been waiting and waiting ALL their lives in HOPE to see the promised Messiah.


SIMEON and ANNA dramatic reading
2 chairs at front for John Ormsby and Marjorie, hand held mic
Sofia at lecturn mic

Narrator: Eight days later Jesus' parents did for him what the Law of Moses commands. And they named him Jesus, just as the angel had told Mary when he promised she would have a baby.
The time came for Mary and Joseph to do what the Law of Moses says a mother is supposed to do after her baby is born.
Simeon: Is it time yet?
Narrator: Not yet.
They took Jesus to the temple in Jerusalem and presented him to the Lord, just as the Law of the Lord says, “Each first-born baby boy belongs to the Lord.” The Law of the Lord also says that parents have to offer a sacrifice, giving at least a pair of doves or two young pigeons. So that is what Mary and Joseph did.
Simeon: How about now?
Narrator: Nearly.
At this time a man named Simeon was living in Jerusalem. 
Simeon: [Standing up] Oh this is my moment!
Narrator: Not quite. [Simeon sits down, sighing patiently]
Simeon was a good man. He loved God and was waiting for God to save the people of Israel. God’s Spirit came to him and told him that he would not die until he had seen Christ the Lord.
[Simeon stands up slowly, the Narrator shakes her/his head. Simeon sits down again, smiling apologetically]
When Mary and Joseph brought Jesus to the temple to do what the Law of Moses says should be done for a new baby, the Spirit told Simeon to go into the temple. 
Simeon took the baby Jesus in his arms and praised God,
Simeon: [Simeon leaps to his feet and proclaims enthusiastically]
“Lord, I am your servant, and now I can die in peace,
because you have kept your promise to me.
With my own eyes I have seen what you have don to save your people,
and foreign nations will also see this. Your mighty power is a light for all nations,
and it will bring honor to your people Israel.”
[Simeon beams at everyone, very pleased with himself]
Narrator: 
Jesus' parents were surprised at what Simeon had said. Then he blessed them and told Mary, 
Simeon: This child of yours will cause many people in Israel to fall and others to stand. The child will be like a warning sign. Many people will reject him, and you, Mary, will suffer as though you had been stabbed by a dagger. But all this will show what people are really thinking.
Anna: [Calling out, as she is hard of hearing] 
Will it be my turn soon?
Narrator: We’re almost there, I promise!
The prophet Anna was also there in the temple. She was the daughter of Phanuel from the tribe of Asher, and she was very old. In her youth she had been married for seven years, but her husband died. 
Anna: [Muttering to herself] Because I’ve been waiting a lot longer than young Simeon there!
Narrator: [Hurriedly] And then she lived for eighty-four more years as a widow. Night and day she served God in the temple by praying and often going without eating. At that time Anna came in and praised God. [Beckoning Anna]
Anna: [Jumping up] Listen here everyone! Let’s praise God! This is what I’ve been waiting for the last 100 years, this is what we’ve all been waiting for. This is what all creation has been longing to see. This baby is God’s hope and promise for everyone. He’s going to bring freedom to God’s people, and beyond! [To the Narrator] Shall I keep going?

Narrator: [Giving her the thumbs up] That’s just perfect [Sighing with relief] I’ll take it from here.
After Joseph and Mary had done everything that the Law of the Lord commands, they returned home to Nazareth in Galilee. The child Jesus grew. He became strong and wise, and God blessed him.
(actors sit down) 
Wrap up - Cheryl
Imagine how special that moment was for Simeon. To wait your whole life for one moment, a moment you had hoped for and longed for. On that day he held Jesus – the Saviour of the world – in his arms and said ‘God you did it!’ 
That must have been pretty special.

What helped Simeon live almost his entire life believing he would see Jesus as he was promised? It was faith in a faith FULL God.
Simeon believed that the God he could not see, had made him a promise and one day God would make that promise a reality. And he did!. 
Faith is believing in what we hope for, even though it doesn’t always seem possible or happen as soon as or in the way we want it to. Simeon and Anna remind us of that.
 
So Advent is a time of waiting and longing as we anticipate the birth of Jesus in the manger at Christmas and his coming again.
Jesus truly is our HOPE and the HOPE for the whole world Amen
Responding with our prayers and longings
[bookmark: _GoBack]Slide with 4 questions 
· What are you waiting for, what are you longing for?
· Do you have prayers that you long for God to answer?
· Are there things in your life you would like to see God change?
· Is there someone you’re concerned about or a situation you’re worried about where you’d like to see God move?
Instructions: On your tables are strips of yellow paper and pens
I invite you to write a prayer of longing- for family, friends, community, world situation, you can write more than one!
While we do this, we will play a music video of the song “Messiah’ and about half way through, as you finish writing your prayers some children will collect your strips of yellow and lay them in the manger where they will stay until after Christmas. In the next 3 weeks you are also invited to add more prayers to the manger, before church, after bringing your colour forward or after church - spare strips and pens will be by manger 

Francesca Battistelli - Messiah (Official Lyric Video)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=D14wX0K9XJQ
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