Sermon: “Temptation or Living well to please the LORD.”
(Matthew 4: 1 – 11. 22nd February, St Pauls)
Last Sunday David Foris preached on the various labels of titles we receive when we are in Christ.  David noted 20 of them, how many can you remember?  David included that we God’s Children, Citizens of Heaven, Disciples, we have been Chosen (elect), we are Friends with Jesus Christ, Members of Christ’s Body, Stewards of God’s gifts, Servants, Light.
WE are to live into who we are, just as Jesus was to live out his vocation as God’s Beloved Son which was proclaimed at his Baptism.
Following the high point of his Baptism and receiving the Holy Spirit, the Spirit leads Jesus into the Wilderness.  
No doubt Jesus went to ponder and pray through what it meant for him to be God’s Son and Messiah and initiate God’s Kingdom reign on earth.
Then, after 40 days in the wilderness Jesus is tested. Will he be true to who the Father says he is?  And what sort of Messiahship does he bring. 
There are old testaments echoes here. Firstly of Israel, after the People of Israel come out of Egypt and escape through the waters of the Red Sea they wander in the wilderness.  They are tested, and regularly got it wrong. They worship a golden calf, they grumble about the food, at one point they want to go back to slavery in Egypt after God’s amazing rescue of them.  They doubt God. 
Secondly, In Luke’s genealogy of Jesus, He traces Jesus’ ancestry back through David to Adam.  Adam is referred to as the son of God. 
As Adam’s descendant, Jesus will face the testing that Adam faced.
Would Jesus follow Adam’s example, listening to the serpent’s twisted advice, or ….?
Following Adam’s failure in the garden, the long years of human rebellion against the creator God had bought about a situation in which the world, the flesh or the sinful nature, and the devil (the unholy trinity) had twisted and maimed human beings far from God’s intended purposes. 
Now in the wilderness, Jesus is hungry, and the devil invites Jesus to turn stones into bread. Jesus experiences a normal human desire. Does God want Jesus to be famished? Jesus could use his authority and power to satisfy this desire. Later Jesus would use his authority to multiply the 5 loaves and 2 fish to feed 5000 men plus women and children (Luke 9:13, John 6:48).
Jesus says no to the temptation. 
He was not going to use his messianic authority and power to satisfy his own personal need. 
All of us have normal healthy human desires and needs, e.g. food and drink, security and love, a sense of identity and significance. 
When these healthy human needs become distorted, become the focus of our attention, they can lead to unhealthy and sinful practices. We can be tempted to meet our needs and proper desires in improper, unhealthy and ungodly ways. 
One example is with food.  How we love our sugar, salt, saturated fat and cakes made with white four.  If we over-indulge in these, we can damage our God given bodies.  We can fall into gluttony.  One of the consequences of this over-indulgence in Western countries is leading to an epidemic of type 2 diabetes (Prof Mann, Otago Medical School).
Other examples include the epidemic of pornography on the internet, and the crisis of young people wrestling with who they are, their identity.  (A teacher at a Secondary School, not Katikati College shared that one pupil at the school identified herself as a cat).
Our physical and emotional needs are important to God and the Lord knows our needs.  However, scripture reminds us about the way the flowers of the fields are clothed and the birds of the air are fed.  Yet we are the seek the LORD and his Kingdom rather than pursue unhealthy ways to satisfy our needs. 

In the second temptation, Jesus is asked, if he truly is the Son of God, then perform a spectacular feat, a superhuman stunt, like spiderman. 
“Jump from the pinnacle of the temple, after all Psalm 91 says His angels will guard you, they will lift you up in their hands, so you will not strike your foot against a stone”. 
Jesus sees through this – who would benefit from such a stunt? Anyone? Isaiah 42 and 61 indicate that the anointing with the Holy Spirit was to be used for healing and restoring, liberating and reconciling people for life and health, peace and justice. 
Rather than confirming Jesus’ Sonship, it would be testing God. 
When John the Baptist sent his disciples to ask Jesus if he was the One, or should they expect someone else, Jesus replied: The blind receive their sight, the lame walk, those that have leprosy are cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, and the Good News is proclaimed to the poor. Blessed is anyone who does not stumble on account of me. (Luke 7: 18-23).  
Here is where Jesus’ Sonship is lived out, in reconciling, healing and sharing the Good News.
For us, we need to beware of deliberating seeking to put on a spectacular show of power for Jesus. For example, I have heard of a pastor who was going to demonstrate God’s power, by walking on water. He got rather wet. 
Also, sometimes we can venerate the travelling heroes, through whom God seems to work spectacularly. But are they humble? Are they teachable? And aware of their own brokenness? To whom is glory really given. 

In the third temptation, Jesus is offered the authority, glory and splendour of the kingdoms of the world, IF he would worship Satan.  Now eventually, the Father will give this sovereignty to Jesus (Luke 1: 32-33).
Satan is offering a legitimate end, by illegitimate means. If Jesus was to worship Satan, he would compromise with evil. The Kingdom of God Jesus was bringing, was in direct conflict with the powers of evil, as evidenced by Jesus later ministry. Also, the pathway offered by the devil, meant Jesus would not be rejected, suffer and die on the cross. He would have subordinated his messianic rule to Satan’s lordship, which was a direct attack on his allegiance to the Father. It would disrupt the vital Father/Son relationship, and he would fall into bondage to Satan. 
John 12:31 “Now is the judgement of this world; now the ruler of this world will be driven out. And when I am lifted up from the earth, I will draw all people to myself”. 
Jesus rejected Satan’s enticement with the words of scripture, “Worship the Lord your God and serve him alone.” 
Phew!  Jesus didn’t follow Adam’s example.
Compared with Israel, who flirted disastrously with idolatry, Jesus is faithful. 
We are not promised the Kingdoms of the World, and so we do not face exactly the same temptation as Jesus did. However, choosing an ungodly path to success or a position of power, especially if it deliberately avoids doing the hard yards is a temptation we do face. Remember Jesus warning: “Where your treasure is; may I suggest including our ambitions and desires; there your heart will be also.” 
Do we have a desire for power?  How do we use the power we have?
Jesus will become the world’s true LORD and KIng, but the pathway there is humble service, suffering and the cross. Not a compromise with a devilish seeking after status and power. 

Rick Warren has identified 4 steps of how temptation works. 
1 – Satan identifies a desire within us, temptation starts in the mind with a thought. (Mark 7: 21-23 “For from within, out of your hearts come evil thoughts, sexual immorality, theft, murder, adultery, greed, malice, deceit, lewdness, envy, slander, arrogance and folly. All these evils come from inside and defile you”)
We need to recognise our vulnerabilities and inappropriate thoughts. And turn away from them 
2 – We doubt what God has said, “Is it really wrong?”, “A little won’t hurt”, “It will be nice”, “Did God say really not to?”
We can easily rationalise the temptation. 
3 – Deception – Satan is the father of lies. The temptation will either be untrue or a half truth. For example, Satan said to Adam “you will not die, you will be wiser, like God”. A blatant lie!
Our rationalising can be – “you can get away with it, no one will know”
4 – Disobedience – you act on the thought you have been toying with in your mind. (James 1: 13-15)
How can we resist temptation? 
1 – Hebrews 4:14-16 “Jesus has been tempted in every way, just as we are. He empathises with our weakness. Let us approach the throne of grace, so that we may receive mercy and find grace to help us in our time of need.”
2 – 1 Corinthians 10:13 No temptation has overtaken you, except what is common to us all. And God is faithful, He will not let you be tempted beyond what you can bear. But when you are tempted, he will provide a way out, so you can endure it. 
3 – Remember that Jesus has ascended to the right hand of the Father and continues to intercede for us. Romans 8: 34.
4 – Jesus rebuffed temptation by knowing and quoting scripture. For us, having a full understanding of scripture will help us to walk faithfully with the LORD. 

David Foris’s sermon last week was important because as we remember who God says we are, and as we live into this, we will resist the temptation that comes our way.  We will live well and be pleasing to the LORD!
