Sermon – “Jesus’ invitation: Follow me.” (28.06.26)
Mark 2: 14 – 17 (St Paul’s)
Have you observed in the gospels, how regularly Jesus noticed people – he saw them.  Jesus’ gospel message was to invite those he saw to follow him.  Jesus took the initiative and graciously invited people to journey with him as his pupils.  We see this in Mark 1:16 when Jesus called Simon Peter, his brother Andrew, James and his brother John to follow him.  Then a little later Levi is called to follow Jesus and later again the rich young ruler (Mark 10: 17 – 21).
Following Jesus has a number of dimensions, and I will briefly touch on 4 this morning.
Firstly, Jesus’ call to follow him was an invitation to journey with him, to walk with him, to keep in step with him and learn from him, to share bread and wine with Him.  This call is a call of grace, it is not a reward for good behaviour.  It is about keeping company with him, of sharing life together on the road.  This journey with Jesus is based on trust.  We follow the person who have faith in.
Jesus call to us is the same.  He has noticed us and called us to keep in step with him.  As we journey with Jesus, our trust can grow.  Jesus promised that after he left the disciples, he would not leave them as orphans but send one like himself to be with them – the Comforter or Advocate.  Following Jesus death, resurrection and ascension The Holy Spirit was poured out on Jesus’ followers to be one like Jesus.
Rob Bell (former pastor of Mars Hill Church in Michigan) observes that everyone follows someone.  The reasoning goes like this: all of us make decisions moment by moment based on the values we believe are important.  For example, we decide about the direction that our lives should take, the way we treat other people, the things we refrain from doing because we believe that they are wrong or shameful.  These decisions flow from what we believe about human beings; what we believe about life, about the purpose of existence, belief in God, or gods or in no god at all.  For example, do we believe all human beings have dignity and worth?  What informs such a belief?
Further we acquire our values and beliefs from a complex mix of people: parents, peers, teachers, heroes, the media, artists, poets, musicians and sometimes behind these people are the sages and philosophers.  Everyone is following somebody and has faith/belief in something or someone.  Even those who claim to be completely independent are actually copying others who have claimed the same before them.
The journey with Jesus is one of discovery, discovering more of the nature of God, and who Jesus really is.  It is discovering our place in God’s family and the role God is calling us into.  The message has a delightful paraphrase of Matthew 11: 28 – 30.  “Are you tired?  Worn out?  Burned out on religion?  Come to me.  Get away with me and you’ll recover your life.  I’ll show you how to take a real rest.  Walk with me and work with me – watch how I do it.  Learn the unforced rhythms of grace.  I won’t lay anything heavy or ill-fitting on you.  Keep company with me and you’ll learn to live freely and lightly.”  It sounds a bit like a Pacific Island holiday.  It’s not.  There’s work for followers of Jesus to engage in.  Work that we share with Jesus.
The second dimension of following Jesus is discovering who we really are.  I believe it was the great reformer John Calvin who said that “There is no deep knowing of God without a deep knowing of ourselves and there is no deep knowing of ourselves without a deep knowing of the God.”  It is only in Christ that we discover who we really are and can begin to address the deep motivations and scars in our lives.  It as we bring our broken selves to the living God that we discover greater depths of God’s wisdom, grace and love.  This is a life-time journey.  
Ken shared a personal story at this point in the sermon that illustrates how journeying with Jesus reveals an ever deepening knowing of our selves.  
Consider Peter after he denied Messiah Jesus 3 times.  In John 21: 15 – 19 Jesus has a special conversation with Peter, restoring him to his pastoral leadership role, in the end calling him again to “Follow me.”
So, who are we following?  What or who in the end do we trust?  Who sets the agenda for our life direction, the way we treat one another, the things we hold onto?
Thirdly, in order to journey with Jesus, we need to leave some things or beliefs behind.  Peter, Andrew, James and John left their fishing business behind.  Movie director Zeffirelli captured this moment in the movie “Jesus of Nazareth”.  Peter was on the beach looking at his fishing boat on the shore and then looking at Jesus walking away down the beach.  He looked back at the boat and then back to Jesus.  Would he leave behind the life that he knew to follow Jesus.  We know what Peter chose.
Similarly, Levi, to follow Jesus he left behind his rather profitable tax collecting business.  The rich young ruler was challenged to sell his possessions, give to the poor and follow Jesus.  
It is no different for us.  There are things, finance, attitudes, values, sometimes our view of ourselves that we are called to let go of as we journey on with Jesus and adopt his perspectives and life-style.  I never dreamed that God would call Cheryl and I to go to Dunedin to train for Presbyterian Ministry when I responded to his invitation to follow him as a Uni student at 18 years old.  We still have vivid memories of being on the Ferry and leaving the North Island behind.
Fourthly, when we follow Jesus, we are not alone, we journey with others who follow Jesus.  For God is growing a new family not based on ancestry but on those who believe that Jesus is Saviour and LORD.  Those who are committed to following Jesus and seeking first his will on earth.  In Mark 3: 31 – 35 Jesus asks, “Who is my mother and my brothers?”  He answers the question in vs 35, “Whoever does God’s will is my brother and sister and mother.”
While we share life experiences to some degree over coffee after the worship services each week, it is in the smaller groups, such as home groups or life groups, where we may share more deeply with each other.  Some of us may remember the Trios from last year, when we shared life in 3s or 4s.  In these smaller groups we can learn to love, pray for and serve one another as Christ loves us.
We do not follow Jesus just as individuals, but as a member of Jesus’ team.
I have very briefly touched on 4 dimensions of following Jesus 
1. Discovering more of the nature and purposes of God and out part in God’s purposes.
2. Discovering more of who we are in Christ and finding the wholeness that comes from Christ by the Spirit.
3. Following Jesus will mean letting go of things that may have been important to us. Relinquishing attitudes, values, places, whatever that are inconsistent with Jesus purposes for us
4. Discovering a new family who do life together as we follow Jesus.
As God’s chosen children we will share in the family meal shortly where we remember the present effectiveness of all that Jesus has done for us.
