Readings from Ezekiel 47 & John 7:37-43
The River From the Temple 
Ezekiel 47 The man brought me back to the entrance to the temple, and I saw water(A) coming out from under the threshold of the temple toward the east (for the temple faced east). The water was coming down from under the south side of the temple, south of the altar.(B) 2 He then brought me out through the north gate(C) and led me around the outside to the outer gate facing east, and the water was trickling from the south side.
3 As the man went eastward with a measuring line(D) in his hand, he measured off a thousand cubits[a] and then led me through water that was ankle-deep. 4 He measured off another thousand cubits and led me through water that was knee-deep. He measured off another thousand and led me through water that was up to the waist. 5 He measured off another thousand, but now it was a river(E) that I could not cross, because the water had risen and was deep enough to swim in—a river that no one could cross.(F) 6 He asked me, “Son of man, do you see this?”
Then he led me back to the bank of the river. 7 When I arrived there, I saw a great number of trees on each side of the river.(G) 8 He said to me, “This water flows toward the eastern region and goes down into the Arabah,[b](H) where it enters the Dead Sea. When it empties into the sea, the salty water there becomes fresh.(I) 9 Swarms of living creatures will live wherever the river flows. There will be large numbers of fish, because this water flows there and makes the salt water fresh; so where the river flows everything will live.(J) 10 Fishermen(K) will stand along the shore; from En Gedi(L) to En Eglaim there will be places for spreading nets.(M) The fish will be of many kinds(N)—like the fish of the Mediterranean Sea.(O) 11 But the swamps and marshes will not become fresh; they will be left for salt.(P) 12 Fruit trees of all kinds will grow on both banks of the river.(Q) Their leaves will not wither, nor will their fruit(R) fail. Every month they will bear fruit, because the water from the sanctuary(S) flows to them. Their fruit will serve for food and their leaves for healing.(T)”
John 7:37-43
37 On the last and greatest day of the festival,(AT) Jesus stood and said in a loud voice, “Let anyone who is thirsty come to me and drink.(AU) 38 Whoever believes(AV) in me, as Scripture has said,(AW) rivers of living water(AX) will flow from within them.”[c](AY) 39 By this he meant the Spirit,(AZ) whom those who believed in him were later to receive.(BA) Up to that time the Spirit had not been given, since Jesus had not yet been glorified.(BB)
40 On hearing his words, some of the people said, “Surely this man is the Prophet.”(BC)
41 Others said, “He is the Messiah.”
Still others asked, “How can the Messiah come from Galilee?(BD) 42 Does not Scripture say that the Messiah will come from David’s descendants(BE) and from Bethlehem,(BF) the town where David lived?” 43 Thus the people were divided.
This is the Word of the Lord, thanks be to God.
Sermon 
Lord God,
at the beginning of time your Spirit moved over the waters.
So send your Spirit to us now to open our hearts and minds
to receive the re-creating power of your Word.
Through Christ, Amen.
So let’s set the scene for Ezekiel. He is living in exile in Babylon when God commissions him as a watchman to warn the people of their idolatry, but the people’s hearts are hard, they do not listen and Jerusalem falls. Yet God doesn’t abandon his people, he uses Ezekiel to proclaim that as the Lord their God he will bring the renewal of Israel with a Messianic King who will transform hearts and bring forth a new creation. The passage we read from is Ezekiel’s vision of God’s presence returning to his people and his temple to bring restoration. 
Centuries later, in John 7:37 we read that Jesus is at one of the most important festivals of the Jewish year commemorating God’s faithfulness. John is highlighting this moment to prove the divine identity of Jesus, the fulfilment of God’s promise of a Messiah and ”Since the Festival of Tabernacles celebrated God’s provision of water in the wilderness, for Jesus to claim he is living water means he is the fulfilment of this festival. Jesus is worthy of worship.” (NIV Study Bible, Copyright © 1985, 1995, 2002, 2008, 2011 by Zondervan.)
I am speaking on these passages of Scripture because as some of you will know my role in Kaimai Presbytery serves the wider regional church. You may notice some similarities in the vision for Kaimai churches:
The vision of Kaimai Presbytery:
That the churches of Kaimai Presbytery will be healthy and growing, their fruitfulness flowing from their experience of spiritual vitality and their engagement with the world; a united and vibrant movement of people empowered by the Holy Spirit and with a variety of different expressions of life and mission. Imagine the Presbytery like the Kaimai bush – nourished and flourishing, richly varied yet interdependent, fruitful and beautiful.
But like Ezekiel, we are in uncharted territory wondering how we navigate this changing cultural moment we find ourselves in. People are questioning what to believe, asking if there is any hope for the future? We know we cannot go back to the way things were. So, what does renewal look like for Kaimai and for us today? Before we get to that let me tell you about Zoe’s dress.
Many of our churches, including this one have an Op Shop. Op Shop stands for Opportunity Shop. The clothes and items are donated to be repurposed or reused and they provide a way for fast fashion to become sustainable fashion. As you will know my daughter has a passion and a gift for taking items and giving them new life. She looks at fabric and sees potential. She sees not what something is, but what it could become.  For example, this picture is of a duvet she found in an Op shop. Using her creativity, inspiration, and a lot of hours of measuring, prototyping, sewing, trying on, re-trying, re-trying (did I say re-trying) and some more sewing she turned the duvet into a custom-made ball dress to fit her. Here’s a picture of it. This was amazing in itself but it truly became spectacular when she wore it to the ball. Picture.

So what could we become when rivers of living water flow from Christ in and through us? And to answer that we need to Relook at who God is and what He has done, Become Restyled in the pattern of Christ, and Be Renewed for mission.

Relook
Breaking of a new dawn – the design
The end product - Hope of promise fulfilled
Let’s have a relook at who God is and what He has done; Ezekiel’s vision is of God’s presence returning to his people and his temple to bring restoration. 
The river coming from the temple demonstrates that God alone is the source of life, the Creator; all life flows from Him through the Spirit. As the water moves eastward, the direction of sunrise, this symbolised the breaking of a new dawn. We know Jesus is the bright morning star (Rev 22:16), the first star that is seen in the morning and when Jesus says “let anyone who is thirsty come to me and drink. Whoever, believes in me, as Scripture has said, rivers of living water will flow from within them.” He fulfils the hoped-for promise; the King who will bring renewal and reconciliation to God through his death and resurrection. He is our living hope.
Renewal begins with worship. Let us worship the true source of life, Jesus our Saviour and flowing out of that the design God has for our life as the body of Christ. ‘
Become Restyled
The Pattern Christ
Going deeper in our experience of God; lives transformed
Which brings us to being restyled in the pattern of Christ; For even if we see the new life that is possible in Christ, we need to come, drink and experience the life giving water of Jesus.

As God’s people we believe in the power of Jesus Christ, the living water, to heal, restore and reconcile us to God our Father. Our belief in Jesus shapes our attitude and desire to participate in His mission.
When we confess: We believe in Jesus Christ our Lord and Saviour, truly human and truly divine we are affirming our part in the body of Christ. As it says in Cor 1:12:27 “All of you are Christ’s body, and each of you is a part of it”. 
I wonder how many of you sew or do some kind of craft work? I think you’ll agree it’s a hands-on activity. Likewise, being part of the Body of Christ requires something from all of us too; Us, and use of the gifts we’ve been given, and like Ezekiel we need to get our feet wet.
But when we’re in the thick of everyday life I wonder if we can become doubtful, lacking in imagination that renewal might indeed be possible, questioning that Jesus’ Kingdom is already present in and through us as a church. Or we become complacent, we stop noticing Jesus at work in our midst. 
Jesus invites us to come and follow Him. Ezekiel was willing to be led through the water; ankle deep, knee deep, waist deep, up to the waist until he was immersed in the living water.  Let us enter into life in the Spirit and experience the ever deepening presence of the living God with us, trusting Jesus when our feet no longer touch the bottom. Sometimes the hardest moments in life are when we experience God the most.
We don’t journey alone. Ezekiel had a guide and the water was measured using a measuring line. I wonder how willing we are to be led by God? Are there tools we can use to support and measure our progress so we can experience the ‘living water’ more deeply? 
Let us be a people of God who listen to the Spirit, are united in Christ, and willing to experience the power and the presence of the Almighty God, trusting in His provision for our lives, and participating in His mission.
Be Renewed
Just like we know that dresses on coat hangers don’t really do them justice, they need to be worn. 
As the living water of Christ flows in our lives, we become missional people bringing the good news of Jesus Christ and his love to our neighbours, our friends, our communities, and the world. Just as a dress comes to life when it is worn, Christ in us means that we are a new creation; as the water flowed and entered the Dead Sea so our lives are changed from sin and death to life and freedom. 
There is beauty when the body of Christ is a witness to a new creation, we bear the image of the creator God, we are empowered by the Holy Spirit to heal the broken, feed the poor, and bear the fruit of the Spirt (love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self control). There is an abundance of diversity and life because the living water flows in us.
We are called to respond to Christ’s great love for us offering the life giving water, the love of Christ to those around us, sharing the good news of Jesus Christ in word and action. For when our lives touch others, our community is transformed through Christ’s life in us and through us.  
Let’s Relook with hope because of who God is and what He has done, Become Restyled in the pattern of Christ, and be Renewed for mission.
Let us Pray
Almighty God, we praise you, for the power you have shown in creating the world. We thank you for your love in redeeming us from sin and in creating us anew in Christ.
Open our eyes, that we may learn to live wisely with all your creation. Grant us strength in this life to honor you, Lord God, both in worship and in witness, for Jesus Christ’s sake. 
Thank you for your assurance that ‘anyone who belongs to Christ has become a new person. The old life is gone; the new has begun!’ 2 Cor 5:17
Amen
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